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Nutrition experiments spark nationwide protest
RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS

www.coastreporter.net

Outraged by revelations that residential 
school students had been systematically 
undernourished as part of a government-
run experiment, First Nations people and 
their supporters took to the streets on July 
25 as part of a day of prayer and protest.

In Sechelt, about a dozen protesters 
joined the nationwide call for the Harper 
government to honour its 2008 apology 
to residential school survivors by turning 
over millions of unreleased documents to 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

“Harper’s got to step it up here, start 
releasing these documents. He’s always 
making excuses, right? It’s time to stop 
making excuses,” said Randy Joe, who 
lined up at noon with several family mem-

bers outside the Sechelt Nation’s House of 
Hewhiwus office complex at 5555 Sunshine 
Coast Highway.

With only one year left in the commis-
sion’s mandate, Joe said the Conservative 
government has stalled on releasing the 
estimated five to six million documents, 
fearing lawsuits will follow.

“We’re good people, you know. I don’t 
think people are going to go to court for 
every little thing that happened,” Joe said. 
“But we want justice, too.”

The protest came almost two weeks 
after University of Guelph food historian 
Ian Mosby revealed that federal govern-
ment scientists had conducted human 
experiments in residential schools and 
First Nation communities between 1942 and 
1952, denying hungry children milk, vitamin 
supplements and dental care.

The experiments, conducted without 
consent or knowledge of the test subjects, 
involved at least 1,300 children and adults, 
and were carried out in northern Manitoba 
and six residential schools across Canada, 
including one in Port Alberni.

Joe’s daughter, Samantha Baker, who 
organized the Sechelt rally, said she had 
heard three stories during the past week 
from family members that suggested 
the Sechelt Nation was also part of the 
experiments.

“My great uncle mentioned it, that they 
had a huge orchard that belonged to the 
residential school, and he was picking, 
picking, picking all the time. But they never 
got to eat the fruit,” Baker said.

“Also my grandfather, who went to the 
residential school here, he mentioned he 
was up at four o’clock each morning milking 

cows and never had the taste of real milk. 
So I think they were part of it, too,” she said.

A third example, recalled by Joe, was in 
the late 1950s when the government told
Band members they could no longer hunt. 

“My dad was a hunter in the Sechelt 
Nation — one of the best hunters, by the 
way: a crack shot,” Joe said. “I remember 
my father telling my mother that the govern-
ment stopped them from hunting. He said, 
‘Where are we going to get our food now?’

“We went hungry so many times when 
we were kids,” Joe continued. “Malnutrition. 
Getting pneumonia. I had pneumonia three 
times, almost died. We just didn’t have nutri-
tion in our lives. That was one of the hidden 
secrets that the government was doing to all 
the Nations right across Canada.”
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RCMP MUSICAL RIDE:  The world famous RCMP Musical Ride put on a dazzling performance on Tuesday night, July 30, at Ryan Dempster Field in Gibsons in front of 
an appreciative audience of more than 4,000 people. The event was hosted by all four Sunshine Coast Rotary Clubs. See more photos on page 25 and in our online galleries at 
www.coastreporter.net and watch video highlights in our video section on our website.
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