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7.10 DRIVEWAYS AND DRIVEWAY CROSSINGS 
 

7.10.1 Application Requirements 
 

7.10.1.1 No person shall construct, install, maintain or pave a 
Driveway Crossing to/on any Road without being the 
holder of an access permit. The Director of Infrastructure 
Services shall consider conditions necessary with each 
permit application. 

 
7.10.1.2  Applications shall be made by the Owner. 

 
7.10.1.3  The access permit becomes null and void when the use or 

density of the land accessed by the driveway/crossing 
changes. 

 
7.10.2 Design Requirements 

 
7.10.2.1 Each Driveway Crossing shall be in accordance with the 

Standard Drawings. 
 

7.10.2.2 Where a property fronts more than one Lane or Road, the 
driveway is to access the Lane or Road which, in the 
opinion of the Director of Infrastructure Services, 
generates the least amount of traffic and provides the 
safest point of access and egress. 

 
7.10.2.3 No portion of a Driveway Crossing for a corner lot shall be 

located: 
 

.1  closer than 7.5 metres from the projected 
intersecting corner property lines, disregarding 
any corner truncations, for Local or Collector 
Roads; 

.2  closer than 12.0 metres from the projected 
intersecting corner property lines, disregarding 
any corner truncations, for Arterial Roads other 
than Highway 101; and 

.3 as far as possible from the projected intersecting 
corner property lines, disregarding any corner 
truncations, for Highway 101. 

 
7.10.2.4 No Driveway Crossing shall be any closer than 1.5 metres 

from the adjoining Parcel boundary unless Driveway 
Crossings are combined according to 7.10.3.3 or 7.10.4.3. 

 
7.10.2.5 Use of pervious materials for driveways is encouraged. 
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7.10.2.6 No clear crush gravel will be permitted for any portion of 
driveway within two metres of a road edge or Sidewalk 
edge. 

 
7.10.2.7 Stormwater run-off from Driveways shall be retained on 

site wherever possible: 
 
.1 where, in the opinion of the Director of 

Infrastructure Services, on-site retention of 
Stormwater run-off is not possible, runoff from 
Driveways may be directed towards the bioswale 
within the Road dedication, subject to the 
restriction of 7.10.2.8. 

 
7.10.2.8 In no case shall runoff from Driveways be permitted to 

drain onto the Road or Sidewalk. 
 
7.10.2.9 Driveways and Driveway Crossings are to be constructed 

in such a manner to prevent runoff from the Road 
draining onto or over Sidewalks or any Parcel. 

 
7.10.2.10 Where necessary, the crossing(s) shall be constructed with 
culvert pipe according to 6.5.8. * 
 
7.10.2.11 The maximum grade on a Driveway shall be 16% unless 

otherwise noted in 7.10.2.13 and 7.10.2.14, however, 
steeper grades may be considered by the Director of 
Infrastructure Services in order to reduce 
grading/retaining requirements. 

 
7.10.2.12 Notwithstanding 7.10.2.11 the subdivision or 

Development plan must provide driveway grades that 
have a maximum 6% grade for 4 metres of driveway 
directly adjacent to the proposed building for emergency 
accessibility. 

 
7.10.2.13 If there is no Sidewalk present and no Sidewalk is planned 

in the foreseeable future, the maximum grade on a 
Driveway Crossing shall be 2% for 3 metres from the edge 
of pavement. 

 
7.10.2.14 Where a Sidewalk is constructed or is contemplated to be 

constructed in the foreseeable future the maximum grade 
on a Driveway Crossing shall be 2% from the edge of 
pavement to a point 1.5 metres away from the private-side 
edge of the Sidewalk or proposed Sidewalk alignment. 
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7.10.2.15 Parcels shall not be given direct driveway access to 
Arterial Roads, except for existing Parcels in circumstances 
where the configuration of the subdivision prevents the 
construction of either an internal Highway or a rear access 
Lane. 

 
7.10.2.16 No new Driveway Crossings shall be permitted to Highway 

101 unless permission has been granted by the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure and, in the opinion of 
the Director of Infrastructure Services, no reasonable 
alternative exists. 

 
.1 existing and any new driveways permitted to 

access Highway 101 must be combined with 
other existing driveways wherever possible to 
reduce the number of access points to Highway 
101. 

 
.2 existing driveways accessing Highway 101 must 

be eliminated wherever possible if another 
means of access exists or is possible. 

 
7.10.2.17 The Director of Infrastructure Services may consider 

permitting curb returns for wider driveways serving 
Commercial, Industrial and Institutional properties rather 
than constructing driveway let-downs. 

 
7.10.2.18 Unless determined impractical by the Director of Engineer 

and/or if the Standard Drawings show an alternate detail, 
all Driveway Crossings that do not access a Road with a 
barrier or roll-over curb are to be paved with a minimum 
50 mm thickness asphalt from the edge of the Road 
pavement to the furthest most point of the following: 
 
.1 1.5 metres from edge of Road pavement; and/or 
 
.2 across any driveway culvert and to a point 2 

metres from the centreline of the driveway 
culvert. 
 

7.10.3 Single and Two Family Residential Driveway Crossings 
 
7.10.3.1 A maximum of one Driveway Crossing shall be permitted 

for each parcel zoned for single family or two family 
residential use, however: 

 
.1 one additional Driveway Crossing for a parcel 
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zoned for single or two family residential use may 
be allowed by the Director of Infrastructure 
Services if: 

 
•  a second Driveway Crossing is required, 

according to the Zoning Bylaw, to provide 
adequate off-street parking for a secondary 
suite; and 

 
• a second Driveway Crossing is required to 

access an accessory building, such as a 
garage or carport, that meets the 
requirements of the Zoning Bylaw. 

 
7.10.3.2 Any second Driveway Crossing permitted by 7.10.3.1.1 

must meet the following conditions: 
 

.1 the centrelines of the Driveway Crossings must 
be at least 14 metres apart; 

 
.2 any existing Driveway Crossing must be upgraded 

to meet current bylaw standards; and 
 
.3 all other provisions of 7.10.2 must be met. 

 
7.10.3.3 Where practical the Developer/Owner shall combine 

driveway crossings for adjacent parcels. 
 
7.10.3.4 No driveway serving one single family residential property 

shall be constructed wider than 4 metres at any point on 
public property. 

 
7.10.3.5 Driveways serving more than one single family residence 

may be constructed to a maximum width of 5 metres on 
public property. 

 
7.10.3.6 No new residential driveway/crossings shall be permitted 

to an Arterial Road unless, in the opinion of the Director 
of Infrastructure Services, no reasonable alternative 
exists. 

 
7.10.4 Multi-Family, Commercial, Institutional and Industrial Crossings 

 
7.10.4.1 The number of crossings to a Multi-Family, Commercial, 

Institutional or Industrial Parcel shall be not more than 
one for each 50 metres, or fraction thereof, of the total 
Parcel Frontage. 



TOWN OF GIBSONS 
“Nature is our most valuable asset” 

 

 
7.10.4.2 Spacing on driveways accessing a single parcel may not be 

any closer than 40 metres, measured from the centre of 
each driveway. 

 
7.10.4.3 Where practical, the Developer shall combine driveway 

crossings. 
 
7.10.4.4 No access to a Commercial, Institutional or Industrial will 

be permitted through any residentially zoned area. 
 
7.10.4.5 No Multi-Family, Commercial, Institutional or Industrial 

Driveway Crossings shall be wider than 6 metres at any 
point on public property, excluding curb returns, unless 
otherwise approved by the Director of Infrastructure 
Services. 

* 6.5.8 Culverts 
 

6.5.8.1 Culverts shall be designed to convey the major flow (1:100 
year storm). 

 
6.5.8.2 All culverts shall be sized with the design headwater not 

to exceed 80% of the pipe diameter. The Professional 
Engineer shall determine whether the culvert will operate 
under inlet or outlet control at design conditions. 

 
6.5.8.3 The minimum diameter of all crossing and driveway 

culverts is 450 mm. The Director of Infrastructure Services 
may consider allowing driveway culverts to be reduced to 
300 mm where the depth of the ditch/swale does not 
permit a larger diameter. 

 
6.5.8.4 The minimum depth of cover for culverts is 0.3 m, subject 

to the correct pipe loading criteria. 
 
6.5.8.5 The maximum length of a culvert under a Driveway 

Crossing is to be 3.0 metres longer than the width of the 
Driveway Crossing unless otherwise approved by the 
Director of Infrastructure Services. 

 
6.5.8.6 Inlet and outlet structures are required for all culverts 

according to 6.5.7. ** 
 

6.5.7 Inlet and Outlet Structures 
 

6.5.7.1 Inlet and outlet headwalls shall be Langley Concrete #11- 
13, #14-15, #26-28, or approved equivalent unless  
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otherwise noted below. 
 
6.5.7.2 Subject to the acceptance of the Professional Engineer, 

stacked boulder headwalls may be used on culverts 450 
mm diameter or less on Type 2 Local or Type 2 Collector 
Roads or in other locations where, in the opinion of the 
Director of Infrastructure Services, site conditions are not 
suitable for precast headwalls. 
 
Boulders shall be 400 mm to 600 mm rounded rock only. 

 
6.5.7.3  Concrete block headwalls (MMCD Standard Drawings) 

may be used for culverts up to 750 mm diameter. 
 
6.5.7.4  Deltalok System® or approved equivalent may be used for 

driveway culvert headwalls where depth of cover or other 
restricting conditions warrant. 

 
6.5.7.5 Pipes larger than 1200 mm diameter and non-circular 

culverts will require specially designed inlet and outlet 
structures. 

 
6.5.7.6  Outlets having discharge velocities in excess of 1.0 m/s 

require rip rap protection and/or energy dissipating 
structures for erosion control. 
 

6.5.7.7 Trash racks are required at the inlets of all pipes and 
culverts that are over 450 mm in diameter, or which 
exceed 30 metres in length. Trash racks may also be 
required elsewhere at the discretion of the Director of 
Infrastructure Services. 
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6.5.3.4 Pipe Material 
 

Table 6-1 Pipe Material 
Application Material 

Storm sewer mains:           200 mm to 300 mm 
375 mm and larger 

SDR PVC 
SDR PVC or Concrete 

Catch basin leads SDR PVC 
Service connections SDR PVC 
Perforated drains SDR PVC 
Culverts:                             Driveway culverts 
                                            Town Road crossings 

Concrete or poly 
Concrete or poly 

  
 

.1 alternative piping materials than those listed in 
Table 6-1 may be considered and accepted under 
special circumstances, at the discretion of the 
Director of Infrastructure Services; 

 
.2 poly pipe culverts are to be smooth-bore 
Boss2000 or approved equivalent; and 
 
.3 use of corrugated steel pipe (csp) will not be 
accepted. 


